Elegant Couples Dancing in a Landscape by Ambrosius Benson 

1495-1550), on Panel, 52 3/4 X 43 1/4 inches (This picture 
is reproduced on the back cover of the Fall 1974 issue of 
Art Journal, XXXIV/1.) 


The Duke of Norfolk is dancing and he is dancing with Margaret, 
Dowager Queen of Scotland and elder Sister of Henry VIII and this 
is a dancing-portrait and the landscape background indicates that 
the Duke of Norfolk is to the manor born and Henry VIII is dancing 
and he is dancing with Anne Boleyn and they are on the left and 
the Duke of Norfolk is related to the landscape and to the King 

of England and Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk, is on the right 
and he is dancing with Mary, Dowager Queen of France and younger 
sister of Henry VIII and the Duke of Suffolk is there only because 
of the fact that his wife is the younger sister of the King of 
England. Domesticated landscape and domesticated humans. Courtly 
people in a courtly landscape. Topiary landscape and topiary 
people. In the garden of the Bonnefont-en-Comminges Cloister-- 
which incorporates elements probably all from the Cloister of the 
former Abbey of Bonnefont-en-Comminges (XIII-XIV)--there is a 
splendid pear tree en espalier, Le Duc de Norfolk et ses amis, 
eux aussi, sont en espalier, Les palmettes du Duc sont-elles 
obliques? sont-elles horizontales? Les croisillons sont-ils en 
losanges? The participants in this royal dance are land-ed: their 
names are addresses and they are never disoriented in space. England- 
Norfolk-Scotland-Suffolk-France. Geographical limits and social 
limits and aesthetic limits. Geographical frames and social frames 
and aesthetic frames. The dancing partner of the Dowager Queen of 
Scotland ceases to exist if Norfolk is no more. The Duke of 
Norfolk is the Duke of Norfolk only because of Norfolk. Without 
spatial coordinates one cannot have a point of view. Without 
spatial coordinates there can be no form. In the garden of the 
Cuxa Cloister--which incorporates elements from the Cloister of 
the Abbey of Saint-Michel-de-Cuxa (Roussillon, XII century) -- 
there are four trees: a plum tree, a hawthorne tree, and two 

pear trees. Henry VIII and his two sisters would be very much 

at home in the Cuxa Cloister. François T&F would not have 


allowed him to set a foot therein, however, and the son of Phillippe 





